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What is the essential nature of human 

interaction; with each other, their 

surroundings or the photographer? I observe 

this confrontation of people’s different 

realities, all happening simultaneously. 

It is this certain chaotic harmony which 

captivates me. I am drawn to provocative 

freedom and heart-warming intimacy, 

especially in the family context. 

Alternative education, such as unschooling, 

plays a significant role in my work, since 

I grew up in an environment where self-

chosen activities are advocated as primary 

means for learning. Being a daughter of a 

painter and a choreographer, my observations 

stand between group dynamics and visual 

compositions.

Artist Statement



SARA 

SARA (2011-) offers a view on childhood, 

adolescence and the transition in-between. 

These images question the very nature of 

youth, going beyond documentary into a 

dreamlike universe. An ongoing exploration 

of the boundaries between daily-life 

documentation and staged portraits. The 

strong presence of my little sister represents 

some kind of autobiography; through her 

daily life, I finds a parallel with my own 

experience. My aim is to seize these so-called 

mundane moments, as they become curiously 

captivating: creating an atmosphere of 

playful exploration, a feeling of freedom.

















UNSCHOOLING 

Unschooling (2014-) is a personal long-term 

project documenting the alternative education 

method I experienced while growing up. 

Unschooling embraces the individual’s 

initiative in their education and advocates 

learner-chosen activities. In comparison 

with the fixated structures of traditional 

education, unschoolers believe the more 

personal the learning process is, the more 

meaningful, coherent and useful it is to the 

child. Growing up unschooled with 4 younger 

siblings allowed me to pursue my passion for 

photography since age 13, documenting our 

daily life, and the unschoolers community in 

both France and Israel. With the professional 

guidance of SOFIA (Society of Females in Art) 

Mentorship Program, I aim to expand and 

deepen my exploration through documenting 

yearly gatherings of families happening all 

over the world. With this project, I hope to 

contribute to the discussion about the power 

of art as a catalyst for positive change. 

Through engagement in active observation 

on the unschooling community, I choose to 

focus on what one would like to see in the 

world, rather than what needs to change. 

Through my personal perspective, I seek to 

support this ongoing revolution and to give 

outsiders a glimpse into the uninhibited and 

exciting world of unschooling.
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UPBRINGING 

“To reform the world means to reform upbringing. 

Children are not the people of tomorrow, but are 

people of today. They have a right to be taken 

seriously, and to be treated with tenderness and 

respect. They should be allowed to grow into 

whoever they were meant to be. ‘The unknown 

person’ inside of them is our hope for the future.”

Janusz Korczak

 

Upbringing (2018) is a series about childhood 

as the first stage of defining our place in 

society, both individually and collectively. 

It is a study of pure human interaction and 

group dynamics being formed; analyzing the 

forces and properties which stimulate growth, 

development or change within a system. This 

project is the continuation of an ongoing 

personal research about alternative education. 

It casts light on structures attempting to 

provide children with the freedom they need 

in order to grow. Therefore, this is also a 

celebration of gradually evolving education 

systems, focusing here on Montessorischool 

De Korf in Rotterdam. Through these images, 

the viewer is given the opportunity to return 

to their own inner child and reflect upon their 

relations with their surroundings. Upbringing 

is an open invitation to take an active look at 

the world around us; a contemplation of life 

and people dynamics.

























VILLE/MER

Harbour cities have an interconnectedness 

in their visual singularity. Vast surfaces of 

blue are heart-warming; closely associated 

with my sense of home. Having lived in Tel-

Aviv (IL), Marseille (FR) and now Rotterdam 

(NL), the presence of water has always been 

an essential aspect of my environment. 

Looking at this relation between the urban 

and the natural, there are various contexts 

and practices to be found: at the shore, 

on a merchant ship, at the beach, with a 

fisherman. From tourism to commerce, this 

is a study of the infinite ways in which people 

relate to and experience the joys of water.





























Julia Gat 

Julia Gat (born ‘97 Israel) is a photographer 

based between Marseille (FR) and Rotterdam 

(NL). After being homeschooled as a child, 

Julia studied Arts & Humanities at the Open 

University of the UK, before transferring to 

Willem de Kooning Academy in Rotterdam. 

Her work won the 1st Prize of Festival 

Portrait(s) de Vichy in 2016 and has been 

selected for the “Coups de Coeurs de Sylvie 

Hugues” at the Maison Européenne de la 

Photographie in Paris in 2017. It has been 

exhibited in Europe and New York and 

has been published in PHOTO Magazine, 

Fisheye Magazine, iGNANT, L’Oeil de la 

Photographie, l’Insensé Photo and more. In 

addition, Julia is the founder of the curatorial 

project Family Business. Highlighting the 

context of her main photographic theme, 

family documentation, this project presents 

French, American and Israeli photographers. 

It has been exhibited in France and in New 

York in 2016.



  Education 

2015-7  BA (Hons) Arts & Humanities, The Open University (UK) 

2018-  Bachelor in Photography, Willem de Kooning Academy, Rotterdam (NL)

 

  Selected Exhibitions 

2018      “Upbringing” Je grandirai demain, Villa Dutoit, Geneva (CH) 

  “Upbringing” Making (a) Public, SodaFabriek, Fotofestival Schiedam (NL) 

  “Unschooling” Une image pour la fraternité, Jardin du Palais Royal, Paris (FR) 

     “Unschooling” MP2018 Quel Amour, Théâtre de la Criée & Centre Bourse, Marseille (FR) 

2017      “Unschooling” Carte blanche à Joris Brantuas, Villa Dutoit, Genève (CH) 

  Images shot during the TV documentary Photo Talent Academy, Huawei Photo Gallery, Paris (FR) 

2016     “Family Business” curated by JG, Quinzaine Israélienne Maison Blanche, Marseille (FR) 

  “Family Business” curated by JG, Exchange Rates Art Fair, Brooklyn, New York (NY) 

      “Sara” 1st Prize winning series, Festival Portrait(s) de Vichy (FR) [solo exhibition] 

      “Sara” My Art Goes Boom Gallery, Nîmes (FR) [solo exhibition] 

2015      “Sara” Au Bonheur d’Emilie, Arles (FR) [solo exhibition] 

      “Unschooling” The Future Is Now, Brooklyn, New York (NY) 

2014      “Los Angeles” Festival Phot’Aix, Aix-en-Provence (FR) [solo exhibition] 

 

  Prizes / Acknowledgements 

2018  Pre-selected for Athens Photo Festival (GR) 

  Pre-selected for Belgrade Photo Month (RS) 

2017   Sara, Coups de Coeurs de Sylvie Hugues, Maison Européenne de la Photographie, Paris (FR) 

  Finalist of TV documentary Photo Talent Academy, PHOTO Mag’ & Huawei, Paris Première (FR) 

  Photographer of the Month, ICON Magazine (IT) 

2016   1st Prize of Festival Portrait(s) de Vichy (FR) 

  3rd Prize of contest On The Road by Wipplay & Tendance Flou (FR) 

  Pre-selected for Athens Photo Festival (GR)
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